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CONFIDENTIAL MANAGUA 4182 
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TAGS: PINT, NU 

SUBJECT: CONSERVATIVES DENOUNCE HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS 

SUMMARY: CONSERVATIVE DEPUTIES DENOUNCED IN CONGRESS 
NATIONAL GUARD VIOLATIONS OF CONSERVATIVES' HUMAN RIGHTS IN 
NORTHERN REGIONS AND WARNED OF AN EXPLOSIVE SITUATION IF THESE 
ABUSES WERE NOT CORRECTED. GON MADE SOME CONCESSIONS AS 
RESULT OF SPEECH. END SUMMARY 

1. AFTER SEVERAL MONTHS OF MUFFLED OUTRAGE AND ESCALATING 
DESPARATION GROWING OUT OF REPORTED HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES OF 
ITS MEMBERS IN THE PROVINCES, THE CONSERVATIVE PARTY FINALLY 
SCREWED UP ITS COURAGE TO DENOUNCE THE SITUATION IN CONGRESS. 
ON OCTOBER 15, LUIS ALBERTO PERALTA, A CONSERVATIVE DEPUTY 
FROM NUEVA SEGOVIA DELIVERED A SPEECH WRITTEN FOR HIM BY 
DEPUTY JULIO MOLINA, A FORMER CONSERVATIVE GUERRILLA AND 
CAMPESINO LEADER WHO WAS INDISPOSED THAT DAY. 

2. THE SPEECH CHARGED THAT A CONSERVATIVE COUNCILMAN FROM 
YALI. JINOTEGA HAD BEEN DETAINED AND WAS HELD INCOMMUNICADO 
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UNTIL THE PARTY'S NEWLY FORMED HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE IN- 
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TERVENED WITH THE LOCAL NATIONAL GUARD AUTHORITIES. ALTHOUGH 
SOME OTHERS ARRESTED WITH HIM AT THE TIME WERE ALSO SUPPOSED 
TO HAVE BEEN RELEASED, THEY WERE STILL IN JAIL. IN THE MOST 
SERIOUS ABUSE, THE CONSERVATIVES CHARGED THAT LUCILIO MARTINEZ, 

A CONSERVATIVE ELECTORAL JUDGE FROM NUEVA SEGOVIA HAD BEEN 
ARRESTED AND TORTURED, SUFFERING CUTS ON HIS THROAT, WRISTS AND 
TONGUE, AND WAS BEING HELD INCOMMUNICADO IN AN OCOTAL HOS- 
PITAL. IN ADDITION TO OTHER CONSERVATIVE DETAINEES IN NUEVA 
SEGOVIA, A LIST OF INCOMMUNICADOS IN SOMOTO AND MATAGALPA 
WAS PRESENTED TO THE CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES. 

3. ASKING MERELY FOR RESPECT OF DUE PROCESS AND FOR CON- 
STITUTIONAL GUARANTEES IN THESE DETENTIONS, THE SPEECH WARNED 
OF A GROWING HATE AND RESENTMENT AGAINST THE AUTHORITIES IN THE 
SEGOVIAS AREA WHICH WOULD BECOME THE DETONATOR CAP OF A 
NATIONAL TRAGEDY. IT ALSO CHARGED THAT NATIONAL GUARD ABUSES 
IN THE REGION WERE IMPERILING THE COLLECTION OF A POTENTIALLY 
RICH COFFEE CROP. THE GON WAS ACCUSED OF SEEING AN FSLN 
MEMBER UNDER EVERY BED AND MISTAKING EVERY NON-SOMOCISTA 

FOR A COMMUNIST. GOVERNMENT REPRESSION, IT WAS CHARGED, WAS ALSO 
CONTRADICTING THE OBJECTIVES OF INVIERNO (RURAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM) 
BY UNDERMINING THE BASES OF BIPARTISAN GOODWILL ESSENTIAL FOR 
THAT PROGRAM. 

4. WHILE MENTION OF THE SPEECH WAS COMPLETELY CENSORED, IT 
HAD A POSITIVE EFFECT. THE CHAMBER ADOPTED A RESOLUTION TO 
INVESTIGATE THE CHARGES MADE BY PERALTA, WHICH WAS FOLLOWED 
A WEEK LATER BY PERMISSION FOR LUCILIO MARTINEZ' FAMILY AND 
FRIENDS TO VISIT HIM IN THE HOSPITAL. 

5. COMMENT: THERE IS GENERAL ACKNOWLEDGMENT AMONG 
PARLIAMENTARY CONSERVATIVES THAT MANY OF THEIR CADRES IN 
THE SEGOVIAS, DESPITE STRICT PARTY ORDERS TO THE CONTRARY, ARE 
COOPERATING WITH THE FSLN, WHICH HAS AN UNDENIABLE MYSTIQUE 
AND POPULARITY IN THE REGION. BUT MANY WHO ARE NOT COOPERATING 
ARE BEING ROUNDED UP, DETAINED AND PHYSICALLY MISTREATED ANYWAY. 
UDEL OFFICIALS ALSO COMPLAIN THAT ABOUT HALF OF THEIR PROVINCIAL 
OFFICERS HAVE BEEN IN AND OUT OF JAIL AND PUNCHED AROUND IN THE 
PAST THREE MONTHS. BOTH PARTIES BELIEVE THAT THIS HAD LED 

TO A GROWING ALIENATION OF THE POPULACE IN THE AREA, A SITUATION 
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WHICH IS NOT ENTIRELY UNSATISFACTORY TO THE MORE COMBATIVE 
UDEL. 

6. THE CASE OF LUCILIO MARTINEZ, TOO BLATANT AND REPUGNANT 
FOR EVEN THE PUSILLANIMOUS CONSERVATIVES TO IGNORE, PRECIPI- 
TATED THE CONSERVATIVE OUTBURST. EVEN SO, PARTY PRESIDENT 
EDMUNDO PAGUAGA, WHO HAD TOLD POLOFF THAT HE HIMSELF 
WOULD LEAD THE CHARGE IN THE CONGRESS, REMONSTRATED WITH 
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THOSE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE SPEECH BECAUSE THE TEXT WAS NOT 
CLEARED WITH HIM IN ADVANCE. 

THEBERGE 
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